
By Wes Fleming  #87301

IN THE MODERN AGE OF TIPPED-
forward inline-six engines, liquid-
cooled boxers, ABS systems that can 
activate when you’re leaned over hard 
in a curve, and motorcycle-based 
computers that do everything but 
cook your breakfast and tie your 
boots, it’s not entirely unreasonable to 
think that the only tools you need 
when you venture away from home 
on your motorcycle are your cell 
phone, the MOA’s Platinum Member-
ship, and a credit card.

If you ask me, though, that kind of 
takes the fun out of motorcycle own-
ership. There’s something viscerally—
perhaps even emotionally—satisfying 
about owning a good set of tools, 
especially if you’re an early R 1200 GS 
owner like me. For a while, it seemed 
like my bike broke all the time. Final 
drive. Drive shaft. Fuel pump assem-
blies. Rear wheel flange. The list kind 
of goes on, unfortunately, but at least 
the last known issue I may face as the 
miles gather under my tires is the ABS 
unit going bad. (Spoiler alert: I already 
know how to bypass it, so bring that 
on!)

All kidding aside, it can be great 
fun to work on your own motorcycle, 
even if the only thing you ever do is an 
oil change. Using the right tools and 
letting the tools do the work they’re 
designed to do makes the work as 
easy as it can be, and you can hop on 
your bike today knowing just a little 
more about it than you did yesterday.

Bad tools, however, can ruin the 
experience and, at worst, damage 
your motorcycle and even your body. 
An old mechanic will smile ruefully 
as you round off the corners on a nut 
with a crescent wrench and scrape 
your knuckles on something sharp—
and possibly hot to boot.

Lucky for me, then, and tens of 
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Motohansa BMW Pro Series tool set

thousands of other riders with an R 1200 
GS, Motohansa makes a tool kit that enables 
the performance of a number of routine 
maintenance tasks, including fluid and fil-
ter changes, wheel removal, spark plug 
removal and more. The only things missing 
from this kit are wire cutters and an oil filter 
wrench—add those and you’re set.

The BMW Pro Series Tool Set MTT0001-
16.000 is for 2004-2010 (hexhead) models; 
MTT0001-14.001 is for 2010-12 (camhead) 
models. Each kit retails for $195 direct from 
Motohansa and includes 61 pieces, though 
10 of those pieces are standard black zip-
ties. These kits also cover other bikes in the 
R 1200 series, but they’re geared towards the 
GS.

The heart of the Motohansa tool kit is the 
3/8” socket driver with its extendable han-
dle and its ability to lock the head in place 
for high-torque fastener removals.  If this 
tool alone cost $100, it would be worth it—
it is simply that handy. It not only functions 
smoothly, it is also beautiful to look at, and 
its hand feel is utterly satisfying. Naturally, 
it works with all the sockets and the 10” 

extension (which features a locking head), 
but you can also affix the bit adapter socket 
and use the ratchet driver with all the bits 
included in the kit for fasteners that are 
inconvenient to reach or need more torque 
than the bit driver can provide.

The Motohansa kit contains 49 tools:
•  3/8” drive high-torque ratchet with adjust-

able length handle
•  10” locking extension for ratchet
•  1/4” drive ratcheting bit driver
•  11 Torx bits – T8, T10, T15, T20, T25, T27, 

T30, T40, T45, T50, T55
•  11 Hex bits (mm) – 1.5, 2, 2.5, 3-5, 5.5, 6-10
•  Screwdriver bits – Phillips #2, Standard 

5.5
•  5 3/8” drive sockets (mm) – 10, 12, 13, 15, 17
•  16mm deep socket for spark plugs
•  3 External Torx sockets – E8, E10, E12
•  2 3/8” drive Torx sockets – T45, T50
•  Combination coil remover/front axle tool
•  7 combination wrenches (mm) – 8, 10-14, 17
•  8” vice grip wrench
•  Tire pressure gauge
•  10 zip ties

The biggest advantage the Motohansa kit has over my kit is organization and accessibility.  Everything is 
laid out cleanly and logically, and although those little bits are fiddly to work with, they’re clearly labeled 
and easy to keep track of, thanks to the bit holders. 
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My personal kit contains 62 tools:
•  3/8” drive stubby ratchet with a flex head
•  3” and 6” extensions for ratchet
•  1/4” drive ratchet w/2” extension and 1/4” 

to 3/8” adapter
•  7 Torx L-wrenches – T10, T15, T20, T25, 

T27, T30, T40
•  9 Torx sockets – T15, T20, T25, T27, T30, 

T40, T45, T50, T55
•  6 hex L-wrenches (mm) – 2-6, 8
•  1 1/4” drive socket, 8mm
•  9 3/8” drive sockets (mm) – 10-18
•  5 hex sockets (mm) – 5-8, 10
•  7 box-end wrenches (mm) – 7, 8, 2x10, 11, 

12, 15

•  1 17mm wrench from 
old BMW tool kit

•  3 mm ball-end hex 
driver (Wiha)

•  BMW spark plug tool
•  Air hose chuck
•  6” vice grip wrench
•  Small wire cutter
•  Tire pressure gauge
•  Toothbrush
•  Feeler gauges for check-

ing valves
•  Screwdriver, reversible 

Philips/standard bit 
from old BMW tool kit

•  8” adjustable wrench
There is clear redun-

dancy in my kit—I prob-
ably don’t need to be 
carrying around the full 
set of L-shaped Torx 
wrenches just for the T10 
I need to swap out the 
windshield on my GS. I 
could easily tuck the T10 
in my tool kit and leave 
the rest in my tool box at 
home, relying on the 
sockets to cover every-
thing else Torx-headed. I 
don’t need the hex sock-
ets or L-shaped wrenches 
for my R 1200 GS, but I 
do need them for my K 
1200 RS. I probably don’t 
need L-shaped hex 
wrenches and hex sock-
ets at the same time, but I 

know from experience that it’s sometimes 
faster and easier to break a fastener free 
with a socket, than to spin it out with a 
L-handled tool.  I carry around the air 
chuck for the simple reason that I needed 
one once to fill a tire and nobody could find 
one, but that was in 2010 and I haven’t used 
it since I put it in the kit.

There are some things I don’t need in the 
Motohansa kit, such as the T8 bit and the 
1.5, 2.5 and 5.5 mm hex bits. I replaced all 
the external Torx fasteners on my GS with 
hex-headed fasteners, so I could chuck the 
E-Torx sockets.
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The biggest advantage the Moto-
hansa kit has over my kit is organiza-
tion and accessibility.  Everything is 
laid out cleanly and logically, and 
although those little bits are fiddly to 
work with, they’re clearly labeled and 
easy to keep track of, thanks to the bit 
holders. The socket rail is way more 
efficient than my bag-of-sockets solu-
tion—much less digging around and 
guessing at which socket is the right 
size with the rail than with the zipper 
pocket. The Motohansa tool roll does 
include a small pocket (above the vice 
grip wrench) for miscellaneous tools 
(like feeler gauges) and small parts.

Based on the quality and complete-
ness of the Motohansa kit, what I 
decided to do was to keep the Moto-
hansa kit on the R 1200 GS and move 
the kit I already put together over to 
the K 1200 RS sidecar rig. This enables 
me to remove some of the tools from 
my kit, such as the Promach Dual 
Tool and feeler gauges. I’ll have to add 
some other tools to it, such as larger 
combination wrenches, to enable me 
to make adjustments to the sidecar 
connection hardware.  I’ll swap over 
my long 3 mm hex wrench to the 
Motohansa kit—it’s a special tool from 
Wiha with a long handle that is just 
perfect for adjusting the valve clear-
ances—and one of my 10 mm 
wrenches as well, simply because 
somebody always seems to need to 
borrow one.

A small pair of wire cutters will go 
into the Motohansa kit, and at that 
point it’ll be ready for the routine 
maintenance tasks of a tech day or a 
parking lot repair anywhere in middle 
America. 
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